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ADVANCED SQUAMOUS CELL CARCINOMA OF THE SKIN 
INDUCED BY LONG-TERM HYDROXYUREA TREATMENT  
IN A PATIENT WITH ESSENTIAL THROMBOCYTHEMIA
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Abstract. Background and Objective: 
skin cancers. It is the second most common skin cancer in the U.S. The main risk factors 

-
tory skin diseases, radiation exposure and drug usage. Hydroxyurea is a drug used for the 
treatment of chronic myeloid leukemia, polycythemia vera and essential thrombocythe-
mia. The therapy is associated with development of actinic keratoses, Bowen’s disease, 
squamous cell carcinoma and basal cell carcinoma. Patients and methods: We present 

-

of the skin of the face and wrists. Results: The patient was diagnosed with advanced 
-

Conclusions: Patients undergoing long-term hydroxyurea treatment are prone to develop 
multiple squamous cell carcinomas of the skin and are subject to regular dermatological 
examinations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Fig. 1. a) b, c)
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DISCUSSION

Fig. 2. a)

b)

Fig. 3. a) 
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